











For many people, 30 years of such unselfish and challenging work
would lead directly to the peaceful, leisure-filled days of retirement.
Yet Berg chose not to close the door on his professional life in
education but to open a new one. Using the wealth of wisdom and
experience gained during his studies and his career, he began to
educate and guide future teachers, those that will mold the lives
of the next generation and build the future of our ever-changing
world. These self-proclaimed “wonderful” years now number 17,
and students fortunate enough to sit in one of Berg’s classes are
grateful for his steadfast dedication and guidance.

Senior education student Joey Stevenson made an observation
that helps explain why Berg is so valued by his students. “It's

one thing to be taught ‘how’ to teach and ‘what’ should be taught,
but you can tell that Dr. Berg believes in ‘why’ we do it. He is
professional, kind, helpful and overall just a great person to be
around.” One of Berg’s advisees, art student Chris Gaghan,
summarized Berg’s impact on his life and education when he said,
“Dr. Berg has been a great role model for me as | near graduation.
He is so caring towards his students and has always been there for
me when | needed advice about teaching. He continues to amaze
me with his knowledge and unconditional kindness everyday in
class. When | am a teacher, | hope | can be just as much of an
inspiration for my students as he has been for me.” Generous
words of praise for an equally generous teacher!

As | consider the invaluable gift of Berg’s teaching, | think of how
fitting it is that he and his wife have given us yet another gift,
this bench. | am reminded finally of one other famous bench. In
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particular, it is one found in the home of famed architect Frank
Lloyd Wright in Oak Park, lll. His home, with its multiple levels of
beautifully designed spaces, is embellished with light refracted
through the geometrically cut, beveled-glass windows. This
dwelling, which he designed for his family and lived in for many
years, has a room on the second floor that is both majestic and
endearing. It is perfectly proportioned room, with gleaming wood
surfaces, and finished with the detail that is indicative of Wright's
genius. It takes a few minutes to discover that this room, declared
by many critics to be the most beautiful in the house, is different.
The windows are very low, oddly low. And below the windows

are beautifully finished wood benches built into the walls. These
benches are also low, low enough for children to crawl up on.
Benches designed so that a child’s feet might touch the floor

so that he or she might easily gaze out the windows into the
surrounding trees. For you see, this room was the playroom for his
six children. And Wright, building this work of art, this masterpiece
of a house, knew the importance of a quiet place to sit, a place

to talk and share and learn, a place to make plans or just a place
to catch a breath in a day of busyness. Wright carefully planned
and put the benches there especially for those he cared about
most, those whose welfare he tended, those whose futures he was
responsible for.

It is in much the same way that Berg has given ONU such a
bench, for those he has guided and taught, and for those whose
futures he still tends to with great care. We thank you, Dr. Berg,
not only for the bench, but for helping to make our years at ONU
wonderful, too.
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Statewide Literacy Professionul Development

By Dr. Ron Kieffer

Dr. Ron Kieffer, associate professor of education, is working with
seven literacy specialists from Toledo and Dayton City Schools as
part of an Ohio Department of Education grant. The focus of this
year’s work is on differentiated instruction within flexible guided
reading groups and literacy centers. During monthly professional
development (PD) meetings, Kieffer conducts book studies (e.g.,
How to Differentiate Instruction in Mixed-Ability Classrooms by
Carol Ann Tomlinson and How to Give Effective Feedback to Your
Students by Susan M. Brookhart) and provides workshops aimed
at developing an understanding of literacy content and pedagogy
in four domains of practice: knowing, planning, teaching and as-
sessing. He also facilitates the planning of PD sessions with class-
room teachers and conducts classroom assessments.

This project has a research component. In collaboration with
faculty from other Ohio universities (i.e., John Carroll, Muskingum,
Baldwin-Wallace, etc.), Kieffer and his colleagues are conduct-
ing a study that examines the ongoing development of adaptive
expertise (Brunsford, Derry, Berliner, Hammerness, Beckett, 2005).
Adaptive experts expand their expertise throughout their
teaching lives by applying both innovation and

efficiency to their work. They are more likely
to change and adapt their core competen-
cies to new situations by experimenting with
ideas, discovering inconsistencies, solving
problems and rethinking perspectives. This
research group is currently collecting ob-
servation, reflection and interview data from
literacy specialists throughout the state using
flip-video technology and a reflection tool.
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By Dr. Sandra Crosser

Our Partnership South Africa team is making plans for their return to Lepesi village
in South Africa for three weeks this coming summer. Diana Garver, assistant profes-
sor of education, Nathan Oliver, online instructional course design specialist, and
Sandy Crosser, professor of education, and her husband, Ron, will train teachers
and students in the use of technology and in literacy skills. This will be the third trip
for the team. They will set up computer labs in the primary and secondary schools
using computers and flat-panel monitors donated by ONU. They also will oversee
construction of a retaining wall and two latrines in addition to preliminary work to

develop a system for clean water in the village, which is about the same size as Ada.

The 1,250 learners in the schools work without basic school supplies and have few
books and no libraries. However, they are connected to the Internet through cell
technology. The Partnership South Africa team will work with the village leaders and
school personnel to provide for the needs of the community.
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By Dr. Patricia Freeman

The ONU Teaching with Technology
2009 Committee awarded Dr. Patri-
cia Freeman, associate professor of
education, $5,000 for the purchase
of a Polycom VSX 7400 Presenter.
Education faculty may use the
Polycom Presenter to assess ONU
student teachers who are teaching

in schools beyond the 40-mile radius
now typically dictated. Pilot studies
with videoconferencing assessments
are underway.
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Look for the next e-mail announcement with a direct link to the
next issue of the Education Record or go directly to

We want to keep you in the loop about the most current events and
programs of the ONU Center for Teacher Education, so we are moving to
an e-newsletter format. The new photo-rich format will allow us to update
our news more often and at less expense to the department.

In this age of high energy costs, it just makes sense to choose the most
environmentally friendly delivery method.

We can save trees, save time and save money!

The e-newsletter format will also have direct links to the ONU Web site,
where you can find the latest info on campus events and news.

As ONU education alumni, you are very valuable to us.
Update your information online at www.onu.edu/education_update
Please help us with this small task, and we promise to stay in touch with
the latest and greatest from your education department.

If you prefer to receive your original Education Record in the mail,
please contact us at 419-772-3071.
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