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Sport Management
From high-profile major professional leagues 
and international competition to local 
professional and amateur events, spectator 
sports continue to be a popular source of 
entertainment worldwide. This multibillion-dollar 
industry offers employment opportunities in 
professional, collegiate and interscholastic 
sports, sports information, marketing, 
facility and arena management, recreation 
administration, sales, and special events. The 
major is designed to provide students with a 
foundation of skills necessary to negotiate the 
various settings in which students may find 
themselves during their professional careers. 

Majors and Minors
Bachelor of Arts – sport management
Bachelor of Science – sport management

Distinctive Features and Objectives
•	 All students are required to complete a 10-

week (a minimum of 400 hours) internship in 
the student’s chosen area of interest.

•	 Students participate in out-of-classroom 
practicum experiences and directed projects 
in team promotions, team management 
and facility management within the athletic 
department.

•	 Students have the flexibility in their academic 
coursework to obtain a second major, a 
minor or a business option (20 additional 
hours) as part of their degrees.

•	 Additional coursework in communication 
arts and The James F. Dicke College of 
Business Administration provides students 
with additional knowledge and skills relevant 
to the workplace.

•	 The department of human performance 
and sport sciences consists of a group 
of professors with diverse backgrounds, 
experiences and expertise in sport 
management.

•	 Students work side-by-side with faculty, 
coaches and athletics administrators on various 
projects, promotions and events. 

•	 Students can participate in the organization 
and administration of Ohio Athletic Conference 
championships and NCAA championship 
events held in the ONU Sports Center. 

Facilities
The department facilities in the Sports Center 
include:
•	 Three full-size gymnasiums
•	 Six-lane, 200-meter indoor track
•	 24-yard, six-lane swimming/diving pool
•	 Seven basketball courts
•	 Seven volleyball courts
•	 Three indoor tennis courts
•	 Dance/free exercise room
•	 Weight room
•	 Fitness room
•	 Wellness, fitness and testing laboratories
•	 Athletic training room
•	 Classrooms

Student Organizations
•	 Phi Epsilon Kappa – national professional 

fraternity for persons engaged or pursuing 
careers in health, physical education and 
recreation 

•	 Human Performance and Sport Sciences 
Majors Club

Core Curriculum
•	 Introduction to Sport Management
•	 Sport Marketing/Promotion
•	 Sociology/Psychology in Sport
•	 Organization and Administration in Sport
•	 Finance and Economics of Sport
•	 Ethics in Sport
•	 Sport Law
•	 Sport Management Practicums (three different)
•	 Sport Management Internship
•	 Sport Management Seminar

Sport Management

Katie Weininger	
Tiffin, Ohio

Majors: 
Communication 
arts and sports 
management

I immediately fell in love 
with the campus and 
the wonderful people 
who make up Ohio 
Northern University. I was also able to 
compete intercollegiate volleyball program 
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management.

Ron Beaschler	
Assistant professor of 
health and physical 
education

• Chair of the 
department of human 
performance and sport 
sciences

• Head coach of 
wrestling

Beaschler is a veteran faculty member in 
sport management with a wide range of 
experience in academia, sport administration, 
event administration, NCAA committee work 
and coaching.

True Northern Lives



True Success

Josh Hafer, BA ’05, 
BS ’06
Sport management/
business 
administration 

Current position: 
Partnership marketing 
director for the 
Columbus Blue Jackets of the National 
Hockey League
MBA from OU ’07

Three ways to get more information about academic programs at ONU:
1. Go to www.onu.edu/admissions and click on Academics to find the department’s Web page. 
2. Sign up for Polar Bear Nation on the Admissions Web site to request information.
3. Visit us! Spend a day (or stay overnight) and experience all that ONU has to offer. To arrange a visit, call 888-408-4668.

Program Outcomes
Upon graduation, sport management majors 
will:
•	 Understand that sport is a microcosm 

of contemporary society and business, 
influenced by cultural traditions, social values 
and psychosocial experiences 

•	 Apply fundamental marketing concepts to the 
sport industry and understand the uniqueness 
of sport as a product and as consumers

•	 Understand the concepts of leadership and 
management and apply the skills necessary in 
various roles and functions of sport managers

•	 Critically analyze ethical issues related to 
sport and develop a personal philosophy 
regarding social responsibility in sport 
management setting

•	 Apply the principles of interpersonal, public 
and mass communication and understand 
interaction with internal and external sport 
publics

•	 Understand budget and finance as vital 
components of all sport industries and apply 
economic principles as related to sport’s role 
in the national economy 

•	 Understand the role of sport governance 
organizations and agencies and legal 
concepts within the sport workplace

Placement
Sport managers work in a variety of settings, 
including colleges and universities, amateur 
and professional sport organizations, legal 
firms, recreational programming, and marketing 
and communication agencies.

Graduates of the program have gone on to 
work at:
•	 Professional sport teams
•	 Minor league sport teams
•	 Sport marketing and management companies
•	 YMCA
•	 City recreation departments

Graduate Schools Attended
Bowling Green State University
Florida State University
The Ohio State University
Ohio University
University of Kentucky

Career Opportunities 
The sport management program's emphasis 
on wide-ranging, flexible skills gives its majors 
broad appeal for many employers. Students 
develop skills dealing with problem-solving, 
adaptability to changing situations and a 

variety of sport settings, the ability to work 
collaboratively, business management and 
professional communication skills.

In addition, many ONU sport management 
graduates continue their educations by 
pursuing advanced degrees at the master’s 
level in business, communication or sport 
administration. An advanced degree opens a 
wider range of higher-paying jobs in academia, 
coaching and management. 
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Technological Studies
The department of technological studies equips 
students with the knowledge and skills they 
need for successful careers in complex and 
changing technological fields. A comprehensive 
curriculum emphasizes teamwork, creativity, 
problem solving, appropriate technology 
and effective decision making. Carefully 
constructed classroom and laboratory activities 
feature operations and processes that promote 
realistic involvement with the construction, 
manufacturing, communication, information 
technology and energy-power-transportation 
fields. Students who major in technological 
studies receive a Bachelor of Science degree 
or a Bachelor of Arts degree.

Majors and Minors
Majors
Manufacturing technology
Construction management 
Technology education

Minor
Technology systems

Options
Advanced manufacturing
Design analysis
Multimedia design and development
Technology education (teacher licensure)

Distinctive Features and Objectives
•	Ohio Northern University is the only private 
university to have programs accredited by the 
National Association of Industrial Technology 
(NAIT).

•	Students graduate with a high degree of 
technological literacy as coursework and 
laboratory assignments emphasize research, 
design, experimenting and fabricating.

•	The Robotics Center of Excellence, powered 
by KUKA Robotics GmbH, provides students 
with hands-on design and programming 
experience using KUKA robots, controllers 
and software.

•	Opportunities abound for professional 
internships at manufacturing, construction 
and other industry-related companies. These 
experiences enable students to earn money 
while enhancing their résumés.

•	A five-year school/work co-op program 
enables students to work off campus for at 
least three quarters of full-time employment 
arranged to fit personal and company needs.

•	Award-winning student organizations and 
national championship robotics teams every 
year since 1993.

Facilities
The department of technological studies 
is located in Taft Memorial Building, where 
students and professors have access to 
comfortable classrooms, wireless network 
services and up-to-date and well-equipped 
instructional laboratory areas, including the 
Robotics Center of Excellence and the Digital 
Manufacturing and Simulation lab.

Core Curriculum
• TECH 110	 Technology and Society
• TECH 120	 Intro to CAD
• TECH 130	 Materials Science
• TECH 140	 Microcomputer Applications
• TECH 223	 Product Design and Analysis
• TECH 230	 Materials and Processes
• TECH 260	 Fluid and Mechanical Systems
• TECH 261	 Fundamentals of Electricity and 
Electronics

• TECH 294	 Sophomore Seminar
• TECH 332	 Applied Controls
• TECH 339	 Data Base Applications and 	
	 Management

• TECH 494	 Senior Seminar
• TECH 496	 Tour of Industries
• TECH 499	 Senior Capstone
		  Planning

Technological Studies

Matt Myers
Major: Technology 
with advanced 
manufacturing option
Minor: Business 
administration

Activities:
• Robotics Team
• Epsilon Pi Tau 		
   honorary president

Professional aspiration: I would like 
to design or modify parts, fixtures, 
processes, robots or automation and one 
day be a plant manager in the automotive 
manufacturing-related industry.

Adam Stienecker, 
Ph.D.
Assistant professor of 
technological studies 

Dr. Stienecker teaches 
classes in electronics, 
automation and 
robotics. He works with 
students individually 
and in teams, advising them on class 
projects, senior projects and research 
endeavors.

Teaching has to go beyond the 
classroom. We cannot just talk about a 
theory or idea. We’ve got to allow the 
students to experience the concepts 
through labs and projects. Anything else 
is second rate.

True Northern Lives



True Success

Matt Bowman, BS ’01
Plant manager, BBi 
Enterprises Group, 
Sidney, Ohio 

I have yet to encounter 
something in my line 
of work that I was not 
exposed to or prepared 
for from my schooling at ONU.

Three ways to get more information about academic programs at ONU:
1. Go to www.onu.edu/admissions and click on Academics to find the department’s Web page. 
2. Sign up for Polar Bear Nation on the Admissions Web site to request information.
3. Visit us! Spend a day (or stay overnight) and experience all that ONU has to offer. To arrange a visit, call 888-408-4668.

The hands-on robotics exposure 
that your BSIT curriculum provides, 
combined with the learning and 
camaraderie experienced in ONU 
robotics competitions, clearly sets 
your program apart from other 
Midwest institutions by better 
preparing its students for the 
challenges of today’s working world. 
– Recent employer of an ONU 
technological studies graduate

In the Spotlight

Student Organizations
Society of Manufacturing Engineers 
	 student chapter
National Association of Industrial Technology 	
	 student chapter
Epsilon Pi Tau Honorary
 
Program Outcomes
Students who major or minor in technology 
have become robotic engineers, application 
engineers, process engineers, CAD/CAM 
programmers, construction managers, 
production supervisors and project managers. 
They’ve found employment at companies 
such as Kiewit, Kokosing Construction, 
Applied Manufacturing Technologies, General 
Dynamics Land Systems, Honda of America, 
KTH Industries, Norplas Industries, Wilson 
Sporting Goods, Boeing, Lockheed/Martin and 
more.

Graduate Schools
Ball State University
Bowling Green State University

Miami University
Ohio State University
Syracuse University
University of Colorado 
University of Toledo Law School
Wright State University

Career Opportunities
					    Starting salary/year
					    (national averages)
Manufacturing engineer	 $49,953
(payscale.com)

Controls engineer		  $50,323
(automation.com)

Process engineer		  $49,953
(payscale.com)

Construction manager	 $48,750
(payscale.com)
 
2006: 100 percent placement of graduates
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Theatre Arts
The theatre arts major emphasizes a 
liberal arts education combined with a 
professional program designed to produce 
graduates who are prepared for a lifetime 
of learning in a diverse and changing world. 
The curriculum and instruction encourage 
critical thinking, development of aesthetic 
and ethical standards and an understanding 
of theatre in all its aspects. Graduates are 
prepared for performance or graduate studies 
in professional areas and attain the skills 
necessary for a useful and meaningful life.

Majors and Minors
Majors
BFA in musical theatre
BFA in international theatre production
BA in theatre

Minors
Dance
Theatre

Distinctive Features and Objectives
•	Program blends conservatory courses and 
production opportunities with the philosophy 
and resources of a liberal arts institution

•	A unique international emphasis includes 
plentiful opportunities to work with 
international guest artists, touring and the 
annual International Play Festival

•	Inspiring, challenging work with nationally and 
internationally acclaimed directors, actors, 
dancers, choreographers and designers (20 
guests each year)

•	The dance minor has an extensive guest artist 
program that allows students to network with 
professionals

•	Double majors are encouraged and permitted 
across the University

•	Academic and talent awards

Facilities
The Freed Center for the Performing Arts is 
a modern facility with the latest equipment, 
including:

•	 A 550-seat proscenium theatre and 132-	
	 seat studio theatre
•	 Dance/rehearsal room, scenic and costume 	
	 shops, and academic and performance 	
	 support spaces
•	 “Smart” classrooms equipped with current 	
	 instructional technology
•	 State-of-the-art computer lab

Student Organizations
Theta Alpha Phi – national theatre honorary

Graduate Schools
Graduates of theatre, international theatre 
production and musical theatre have been 
placed in internships with professional regional 
theatres, including the McCarter Theatre, 
Alley Theatre, Actors Theatre of Louisville and 
Houston Grand Opera. Some graduates go 
on to graduate school programs at universities 
such as Yale, Columbia, Carnegie Mellon and 
Northwestern.

Career Opportunities with Theatre Arts 
Degrees
All theatre arts degree programs prepare 
students for exciting careers or graduate 
school opportunities. Students graduating 
with the BFA in musical theatre have enjoyed 
significant success in finding professional work, 
internships and graduate school placement. 
They have worked at many prestigious, 
nationally recognized theatres, including La 
Jolla Playhouse in California, the Goodman 
Theatre in Chicago and the Denver Center for 
the Arts in Colorado. They have performed in 
national tours such as Scrooge, Kiss Me Kate, 
Beauty and the Beast and Sesame Street. 
Musical theatre majors occasionally focus their 
career paths in the area of dance; students 
graduating with a minor in dance have worked 
professionally as dancers or instructors.
The BFA program in international theatre 
production (ITP) enjoys a very high rate of 
placement for its graduates seeking either 

Theatre Arts

Kat Wepler
Senior
International theatre 
production

 
True Northern Lives

I spent a quarter 
studying abroad at 
the University of Cape 
Town in South Africa. 
While there, I took a 
class about theatre 
in education, which allowed me to take 
theatre into the community and deal 
with social issues. My experiences from 
abroad will stay with me forever, and I 
hope one day to be able to go back.

Dr. Laurie Bell
• Professor of dance
• Assistant to the chair 
for curriculum

Under the direction 
of Dr. Laurie Bell, the 
dance program is 
dedicated to providing 
irreplaceable 
experiences for ONU students and creating 
an ample learning environment for ONU 
dancers. Bell has created opportunities for 
students to work with visiting guest artists 
from around the globe. In the future, the 
department will produce a project with a 
Fulbright Scholar in residence and remount 
a work of choreography funded by a grant 
from the National Endowment for the Arts.



True Success

Kristina Smith, 
BFA ’07

Kristina Smith works 
for Imagination Stage, 
the East Coast’s 
leading theatre arts 
educational center and 
professional theatre 
designed specifically 
for children. Imagination Stage envisions 
a future where theatre experiences are 
a fundamental aspect of children’s lives, 
nourishing their creative spirit, inspiring 
them to embrace the complexity and 
diversity of their world and helping them 
overcome their challenges with hope, 
courage and, above all, creativity. Smith 
is the development associate for the 
organization, focusing on special events 
and membership.

Three ways to get more information about academic programs at ONU:
1. Go to www.onu.edu/admissions and click on Academics to find the department’s Web page. 
2. Sign up for Polar Bear Nation on the Admissions Web site to request information.
3. Visit us! Spend a day (or stay overnight) and experience all that ONU has to offer. To arrange a visit, call 888-408-4668.

In the Spotlight

employment or further education at the 
graduate level. ONU’s frequent hosting of 
guest artists enables many of its technical 
students to secure useful professional 
contacts, and sometimes employment, before 
graduating. Graduates from the ITP program 
have worked at such prestigious theatres as 
the Cleveland Playhouse, Actors Theatre of 
Harlem and the Utah Shakespeare Festival. 
They have been accepted to some of the 
most competitive graduate programs for 
theatre and design, including the Yale School 
of Drama and Carnegie Mellon University.

The BA in theatre has been a stepping 
stone for a wide range of opportunities for 

ONU students. They have secured internships 
and employment in areas such as acting, stage 
management, children’s theatre (Missoula 
Children’s Theatre), theatre administration 
(Washington, D.C.,’s Imagination Stage and the 
La Jolla Playhouse) and at casting agencies. 
ONU theatre majors have also been accepted 
to an array of highly rated law schools (such as 
William and Mary) and have pursued a variety of 
careers in communication arts and business. 

Each spring, the graduating class in musical theatre travels to New York 
or Chicago to present a showcase for agents and casting directors. The 
senior showcase blends musical numbers, dance and monologues into 
a cohesive whole. In May 2008, the graduating class traveled to Chicago 
and performed their showcase at the Chicago Theatre Building. 

Many highly acclaimed national and international professional actors, 
directors, playwrights, choreographers and scenic and lighting designers 
collaborate annually at ONU. The artists also teach master classes so 
that every student has the opportunity to learn from them. Many students 
have gained internships or full-time employment by working with the 
guest artists. Recent guest artists include:

Gavin Creel – Broadway and screen actor (Thoroughly Modern Millie, 
La Cage aux Folles, Mary Poppins, Hair, Eloise at the Plaza, Eloise at 
Christmastime)

Phil Reno – Broadway conductor, music director and arranger (The 
Producers, The Drowsy Chaperone, Thou Shalt Not, Cats, Dame Edna: 
Back with a Vengeance)

Victoria Clark – Tony Award-winning actress, director and screen actor 
(The Light in the Piazza, Titanic, Sunday in the Park With George, 
How to Succeed in Business Without Really Trying, Guys and Dolls, 
Urinetown, Cabaret, Bye, Bye Birdie, The Cradle Will Rock, The 
Happening)

•	Every year, Ohio Northern hosts an International Play Festival. Works 
are commissioned from international playwrights and are produced 
as an evening of one-acts. Last year’s festival brought together two 
playwrights from either side of the border – Berta Hiriart from Mexico 
and Elaine Romero from Tucson, Ariz. Dissolving Borders focuses on 
the issues surrounding immigration, border politics and undocumented 
workers. Furthering the cross-border collaborations, the plays were 
directed by New York City-based director Angel David and featured 
professional actors – one from Mexico and a Latina actress from the 
U.S. – along with student actors.


